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                                 ERNIE MCKINNEY AND HIS DAUGHTER STELLA AT THE GOLDSTROM MUSEUM 

                  VEGAS VAIRS MEMBERSHIP ROSTER      

BERNARDO  PAUL & VICKI paulselect@mvdsl.com 398-3972 P.O. BOX 658 LOGANDALE NV,89021 
BOEHM BOB & MARCIA mkboehm@embarqmail.com 454-9794 4999 MESA VIEW LAS VEGAS NV,89120 
BRITT KEVIN & MARY mekbritto1@aol.com 293-5104 366 CATS EYE DR BOULDER CITY NV,89005 
CHARASKA JOHN  631-3455 1981 WEENAP DR. LAS VEGAS NV,89108 
CORNWELL JACK AND JANET jaxandjan@yahoo.com  62 190th St. So. HAWLEY MN,56549 
D'ANGERIO JOHN gennamarie@cox.net 459-5567 672 BETTY LANE LAS VEGAS NV,89110 
DUNNING JERRY gdunningg1@cox.net 438-4033  cel 378-4119 3700  STEWART AVE SPACE 38 LAS VEGAS NV,89110 
GREEN PAUL lea@rebar1.net 454-8688  511 N. RACETRACK RD. HENDERSON NV,89015 
   CEL 279-2550   , 
HELT BOB & DELORES bobhelt@aol.com 256-2008 3016 PEARL HARBOR DR LAS VEGAS NV,89117 
HOWARD VIC & INGRID vichoward@frontiernet.net 928-768-6062  5574 TABLEAU FT. MOHAVE AZ,86426 
JACKSON MELVIN C. fourbigmel@yahoo.co 834-3654 cel 755-2861 1416 COLT DRIVE HENDERSON NV,89002 
KATZ MARTY & BERTHA martykatz53@yahoo.com 303-7829 5415 SIERRA BROOK CT. LAS VEGAS nv,89104 

KEENAN GAIL 
draagons-r-real 
@embarqmail.com 596-9057 3952 CALLE MIRADOR LAS VEGAS NV,89103 

KETTLE BOB       , 

LAGER WILLIAM 
wizbang707     
@embarqmail.com 263-9424 2442 CLIFFWOOD DR. HENDERSON NV,89074 

MAGOWAN KELLY yukonred@aol.com 595-8909 2410 LEGACY ISLAND CR. HENDERSON NV,89074 
MCKINNEY ERNEST  682-5910 5133 AIDRIE PLACE LAS VEGAS NV,89122 
O'SHEA JACK joc99@cox.net 733-5893 517 REGAL ROBIN WAY` LAS VEGAS NV,89084 
RANSOM G. HARRY ghr500@embarqmail.com 395-6992 4925 GLENARDEN DR. LAS VEGAS NV,89130 
SCHEINDT RUDY & CHAR rudychar@wirelessbeehive.com 435-884-5583 397 TRIPLE   CROWN WAY GRANTSVILLE UT,84029 
SIBERT ARLON & SUZAN arsibert@cox.net 645-6666 5980 W. ALFRED LAS VEGAS NV,89018 
STONER HOWARD withers16@aol.com 732-1184 1854 CAMINO VERDE LAS VEGAS NV,89119 
WARD DAN & CANDACE drawnad@embarqmail.com 457-8274 4832 AVENEDA  SANDIA LAS VEGAS NV,89121 
WENTWORTH SALLIE & STEVE sastum@embarqmail.com 452-5670 P.O. BOX 61334 LAS VEGAS NV,89160 
WILLIAMS JASON entact@email.com 310-671-9079 4004 CALLE MIRADO LAS VEGAS NV 89103 
ZALE JAMES & NORA jrzale@webtv.net 649-5464 2004 WILLOUGHBY AVE LAS VEGAS NV,89101 

 
VEGAS VAIRS  

CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA  
 

MEETS THE 2ND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH  

 

7:00 P.M.  
DENNY’S RESTAURANT  

 

3081 S. MARYLAND PARKWAY  

LAS VEGAS, NV 89109  
734-1295  

COME EARLY TO MEET AND GREET !!  

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $20  
DUE BY FEBRUARY 1ST OF EACH  

YEAR.THEY MAY BE PAID AT THE MONTHLY MEETING 

 OR MAILED TO:  

 

VEGAS VAIRS  

P.O. BOX 62925  

LAS VEGAS, NV. 89162-1925  

 

 

OFFICERS  
 

PAUL BERNARDO, PRESIDENT  

 

MEL JACKSON, VICE PRESIDENT  
 

VIC HOWARD , SECRETARY  

 

INGRID HOWARD, TREASURER  
 

 

ADVERTISING:  

FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YR. FOR BUSINESSES AND NON MEMBERS  
VEGAS VAIRS VISION ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!!!!  If you wish to submit articles, ads, photos, 

etc. email your editor  at : 

 vichoward@frontiernet.net   

 
or send it to me at: 

  

5574 TABLEAU  
FORT MOHAVE, AZ. 86426  

928-768-6062 

 

mailto:vichoward@frontiernet.net
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                                   MINUTES OF THE MAY 11, 2011 VEGAS VAIRS MEETING 

 Members present: 

Paul Bernardo, Ingrid Howard, Vic Howard, Jack O’Shea, Arlon Sibert, Susan Sibert, William Lager, Ernie McKinney, Dan 

Ward, John Charaska, Harry Ransom, John D’Angerio,Paul Green, Leah Green,Howard Stoner,Bob Boehm, Marcia 

Boehm. Steve Wentworth, Sallie Wentworth 

Guests Present:  

Daniel Ward 

Dan Yarger                               

Club President Paul Bernardo started the meeting a few minutes past 7:00 pm  

Treasurer Ingrid Howard gave her report that the club has $742.81 in the treasury 

Activities 

President Paul made comments about the Great Western Fanbelt Toss and Swap Meet in Palm Springs and circulated a 

printout of the event and application. He also discussed a summer caravan to Valley of Fire but further discussion 

developed and it was decided club members would join up for the Sunday morning parking lot meet across from the 

Santa Fe Casino at 7:00 am and the club banner would also be displayed.  

OTHER COMMENTS BY MEMBERS: 

Paul mentioned the sad passing of Pamela Castiglioni. Several members attended the memorial service this past 

Saturday. 

Also, mention was made of serious health issues of Mike Cassera and Gil Miller.  

Dan Ward passed out a questionnaire regarding items one should always have in their Corvair for short or long trips. 

(tools, parts, etc.) He is hoping to have some back each month and in September put together a consolidation of them 

for club members use. 

For Sale items: 

Your secretary is trying to sell his 1966 Monza coupe and will post the info in the next newsletter 

Door Prize drawing: 

A number of door prizes were drawn and the 50/50 was won by John D’Angerio. 

President Paul adjourned the meeting at 7:56 pm.                                                                                                      

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 

Vic Howard, Club Secretary. 
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Published in THE ELY TIMES, Thursday May 12, 2011 

Nevada Open Road Challenge arrives in Ely today; race Sunday 
 

 

 
 

 

NARROWS ESCAPE: One of the racers in a previous Silver State Classic Challenge, Inc., events, driving a  

Corvair, begins to approach the narrows, the area on SR 318 where drivers make it or lose it, have to adjust 

their speed for the tight curves. 

 
Story: 

Nevada Open Road Challenge arrives in Ely today; race Sunday 

Drivers from across the United States, Canada and as far away as Norway are gearing up to 

head to Ely today for the Nevada Open Road Race to fulfill their need for speed. 

Silver State Classic Challenge, Inc., is a non-profit corporation that was created 24 years ago to 

promote tourism through open road events and support the communities of the rural 

counties. The events are held two times a year, every May and September. 

For more of this story, click on or type the URL below: 

http://www.elynews.com/articles/2011/05/12/news/news11.txt 

http://www.elynews.com/articles/2011/05/12/news/news11.txt
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~~ So You Want New Whitewalls, Eh? ~~ 
 

A Tale Of Woe And Larceny Relayed By Dirty Harry 

 
There I was, talking to 11 different wheel and tire companies at the SEMA show last November. My 

head was spinning. Oh boy did I ever have choices. I knew that I wanted to make “some” kind of change on 

the four corners of my ‟67 Monza sedan.  
As most of you know my car is basically stock. And, I have no problem with factory equipment that is 

“correct,” but, only to a point. I‟ve never embraced manufacturer‟s attempts at adornment of stock wheels 

with “mag” style wheel covers. The ones that came on my ride actually look quite nice. However, they are 

still phony magnesium spoke covers.  

During the year and a half that I diligently reviewed the Corvair sales ads I saw a number of models 

with both painted and plated Chevrolet factory designed Rallye II styled wheels. I‟ve always liked them. It‟s 

true that they weren‟t offered from the factory in a 13” format but they ARE Chevy wheels and many a 

dealer mounted 14” and 15” versions on their Corvair customer rides; as well as independent garages,  

Yeah, after real wires they would be my first choice. Wire wheel covers are also counterfeit, though 

handsome. Odd how we accept them because I guess they‟ve always been offered on our cars and they look 

so familiar, commonplace, and, rather genuine. They obviously work. 

Okay, now for size. I believe that 13” wheels look smaller on late models than they do on first 

generation Corvairs. Yes, I guess I always wanted to go bigger. But, what is really bigger? Taller? Wider? 

Or both? And, why? Just about everyone who has switched to 14” and 15” combos says that they ride 

better. Really? Doesn‟t “larger” in any form mean greater unsprung weight? What about more pronounced 

shock absorber rebound? Am I opening a can of worms here? All I know is that my current tires are 11 

years old and should be replaced. 

Actually, some decisions were made for me. I‟m an American and I like chrome and white sidewall tires. 

Always have – and always will! Sooooooooooo, there was never any question that my new sidewalls would have 

some width of white rubber banding. Raised white letters are nice but only on the more sporty cars; they‟re 

misplaced on four-door sedans. I believe it‟s purely an act of laziness that most folks have recently (just in 

the last 25 years) accepted blackwall tires as the norm. You know, no more hard labor in keeping those 

pesky whitewalls bright. Wash the car and hit the rollers with any brand of “tire wet.” Quick, God awful 

shiny, and EASY! It‟s really shocking to watch an American movie from the 70s today. EVERY car had 

whitewalls! Most folks forget. Not me. 

Anyway, I had heard rumors that my beloved white fringed tires were starting to become a rare novelty. 

Oh no – say it isn‟t so. It‟s so (sniffle, sniffle)!!!! This is just the beginning of my tale of woe. Yup, there 

are damn few tire manufacturers left who still produce “narrow” whitewalls (5/8” to 7/8”) in the 14” and 15” 

range. 13” whites have pretty much become extinct! It‟s no problem to get “Godfather” wide whites from 

companies like Coker but they were never factory original offerings on Corvairs. 10mm narrow whites are 

available for 16” - 18” wheels but those larger diameters are a whole „nuther ball game to consider. Figuring 

out the correct back spacing is just one more reason to embrace “Miller Time” when dealing with them. 

Okey-dokey, let‟s just make a tire decision and then order wheels as well. Simple, huh? Sure, and I 

have ocean view property for sale in Colorado Springs!  

First I call Excaliber Wheel and order their Rallye II Center section “derby” caps. This company is 

officially licensed by GM to replicate various vintage parts. They looked really good at the SEMA show. And, 
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they were also the cheapest die cast units. I receive the merchandize the very next day – with NO shipping 

charges! Double cool. Not. Everything went downhill from there. I‟m about to learn Soap Opera 101. Are you 

sure you want to keep reading?  

I decide to buy the wheels on my own. Thus, I call Summit Racing Equipment. He quotes me $95.00 for 

the rims with no shipping charges since they‟ll come out of the Sparks warehouse. Of course now I‟ll have to 

pay tax, yet, let me think about it. He says no problem, he can get the wheels in two to three days. 

Hmmmmmmmmmmm. 

Then I thought I‟d be super clever and unique. The genuine o.e. 15” mag (aluminum?) wheels on the 1965 

Shelby GT 350 Mustang look identical to my wheel covers. Specialty Wheel offers them in their catalog. 

Gee, I wonder if they can drill out the lug holes in the 4 3/4” Chevy pattern? I gives „em a call. They sez, 

“Sure we can do that.” I ask how much? I have a permanent scar on my noggin where I fell against the 

fridge door handler when I fainted! 

I stopped at a Big O Tire store in early March to ask if I could leave some of the racing papers that I 

write for in their customer lounge. They said “Sure” and then asked me if I needed tires. Imagine that? So 

I sez, “You know, actually I do.” After explaining my whitewall requirement they advised that the Cooper 

Trendsetter  was the way to go. And, the price was much less than expected. Plus, they were running a “buy 

three & get the fourth tire free” promotion. But this little voice in the back of my fuzzy head reminded me 

that three sets of Coopers (years ago on my big Chrysler) had a pension for turning yellow. And the Medalist 
tires that came on my current „Vair keep turning yellow. ”Not to worry. These newer technology Coopers can 

be used as white reading lamps” sez the Big O rep! And, we can order any wheel you want and we won‟t 

charge shipping. Cool.  

I‟ve always believed my newest Monza buzzes too many revs on the highway. Whilst considering tire sizes 

I favor a bigger diameter on the back „cause it will lower my RsPM (don‟t say RPMs please). 

What the hey – I‟ve waited too long already – let‟s go for it. Big O uses Specialty Wheel Company for 

their customers. I also talked with these folks at SEMA. I‟m given a quote of $104.00/14”wheel. That‟s 

higher than I expected but there‟s no shipping charge. Okay. I give them $200.00 cash as a down payment. 

On that Wednesday, March 16th., I‟m told that the wheels will arrive by Saturday. That‟s no good „cause I 

have a wedding to film. See you on Monday. 

Five days later I get Cora out of storage and drive to the tire store. Hold on guys, these are painted 

rims; I ordered Chrome. My salesman checks his paperwork and yes, his order invoice states chrome. He 

calls S.W.C. and they state that they hope I‟ll take the painted wheels as it will take two to three weeks to 

get the plated versions! (Expletive deleted!). No, no, and no. Verify pricing please I sez. I‟m advised that 

chrome will now cost $36.00 more each! What happened to the $104.00 quote? “That was last week sez 

S.W.C.!” Well hotshot, this week my order is cancelled!!! I also cancel the Cooper order with Big O. I‟ve 

since found out that the Trendsetter  is an entry level rated tire; no thanks. 
I ask for my money back. I‟m told no can do. Huh? “You should have used a credit card.” Excuse me, 

why then, didn‟t you ask for identification when I gave you cash? “We‟re not geared to give back cash. 

Corporate in Florida will send you a check in about three weeks.” You‟re serious I sez. “Yup.” (Expletive 

deleted!). 

Alright, I‟m out 200 bucks (until reimbursement - I hope), and I have to divert to a new course of 

action. My mag style wheel covers were also offered on Chevelles and Camaros in a 14” diameter. Maybe 

that‟s the way (and cheaper?) to go? Paul Green had them on his ‟66 convertible. But Marty Katz sold that 

set for him already. So I start searching for those 14” mag style models. I can‟t locate any. Then I find 

out that Clarks sells my 13” covers for $999.00!!!!!!!!!! WTF? It seems that fewer 13” versions survived after 

being replaced by 14s. I‟ve got to get my 13s off my car before they become damaged. Go back to the tire 

search. 



 
 

7 
 

I visit Pep Boys and find out that yes, they offer a quality Futura 2000 whitewall in a 70 series 15” and 

a 75 series 14.” But, by now I‟ve decided on a 70 series 14” combo.  

I‟m compiling and narrating this scenario on Thursday, May 19th. I have to send it off to Vic now so he‟ll 

have time to consider it for the June newsletter. For those who might still be interested in the next and 

hopefully final chapter of this saga please stay tuned. One never knows what may transpire over the next 

few weeks, or months, or years? Now, if someone has a clean set of late 60s GM 14” mag covers I may 

consider - - - - - - - - ???????? 

 

- - - - Dirty (whose got 13” whitewalls for sale?) Harry 
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BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE 

  

  

--THE CLASSIC CORVAIR.  
A technical maintenance and upgrade manual. 330 pages. $35+$7 S&H. 

  

--CORVAIR SECRETS. 

Little known design and operational insights. 170 pages.  $25+$6 S&H. 
  

--HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR ROCHESTER CARBURETORS. 

  Comprehensive carburetor information. 110 pages.  $20+$5 S&H. 

  
--HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR CARTER YH CARBURETORS.  

Comprehensive carburetor information. 90 pages.  $25+$5 S&H. 

  

  

If interested in purchasing any of these books, please call me at 256-2008 for 
delivery to one of the VV club meetings for no S&H charges 

Check or money order (sorry no Paypal) to: 

Bob Helt 

3016 Pearl Harbor Dr. 
Las Vegas, NV 89117 

 

Clark‟s Corvair Parts® 

Clark’s has been your supplier for quality repros for the past 37 years.  This year, we expect to reproduce even more parts for your Corvair. 

See the Supplement for the following: 

Vario us New FC Item s 

1964 Trim    Turbo parts 

stainless gas tank senders 

Late m odel steering colum n parts 

650 Page 2007-2012 Catalog 

USA - $6 CANADA - $9.95   Most Other Countries - $12.95 

                                                                                                                                                                               

    Clark’s Corvair Parts® 

400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA  01370 

413-625-9776     FAX: 413-625-8498 

www.corvair.com    email: clarks@corvair.com 
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========================================================= 
ABOUT OUR PAST AND PRESENT MEMBERS: 
It is with great sadness that we acknowledge the passing of one of our youngest and most energetic members,  

Pamela Castiglione. She was an energetic and bubbling force of energy whenever she graced our club 

meetings and activities. She loved her 1964 Corvair convertible. It took her on many fun journeys and she happily 
reported them to  us during her term as newsletter editor. She will be missed by her many friends, associates and 
family. 
 
Mike Cassera has been battling a serious illness for months and is presently undergoing chemo therapy for the 
next 4-6 months. My contact with him has been primarily by email but if one can read into the printed word hope 
and positive thinking, I have done that with those he has sent me. We all hope and pray for a full and complete 
recovery for this young man and that he will be able to resume a normal life soon. He asked me to say Hi to all 
the members!!! 
 
A past member, Gil Miller, has also been undergoing some serious illness. He has had surgery on his knee and 
will be having additional surgery on it after some infections clear up. We hope to hear positive outcomes for his 
recovery and hope he will be able to rejoin us in the near future.  

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THESE MEMBERS: 
MONTH OF MAY:      (forgive my leaving this out of the May Newsletter) 
Harry Ransom, Jack Cornwell 
MONTH OF JUNE: DAN WARD AND RUDY SCHEINDT 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                WELCOME TO www.RAFEECORVAIR.COM 

                                                         Parts and rebuilding services in the Heartland. 

                              Hook up your ride with high quality parts from Rafee Corvair! 

                                                          Call us at 918-753-2486, or 918-413-1548 cell.  

We are a full-time parts and service shop for your Vair and we will be glad to answer any questions you might have about your ride.  

E-mail: rafee@rafeecorvair.com . Nous parlons Francais & Espanol. 

We carry a large selection of new and used parts, and some NOS. We got everything to get your ride back on the road where it 

belongs!   

We have thousands of gaskets, bearings, weatherstrips, mirrors and chrome, suspension parts, engine parts, disc brakes, custom 

wheels, and many more. You can view our work on the website, and you can order online, by phone, by e-mail or via Facebook/Rafee 

Corvair !  

Special promo:  7 mm sparkplug wires $26.55 in 3 colors.                                Prices subject to change.  Paypal, money orders and credit 

cards. Discounts to clubs .Looking forward to doing business with y’all!  

                                                  Happy to be at your service! 

 

mailto:rafee@rafeecorvair.com
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FOR SALE: 
 
1966 MONZA COUPE 
I HAVE PLACED THIS AD IN THE ONLINE CORSA COMMUNIQUE AND CORVAIR CENTER: 
I purchased this car from Herb Berkman (many of you will remember him) in November 2001. I did a complete 
renovation to this car over the years. Not a restoration since much of it is not stock and is more of an upgrade. 
It has a 140 hp engine, 4 speed, Telescopic steering,  Air Conditioning, power windows (doors only), power 
door locks, completely new interior with Sebring Convertible seats with retractable shoulder harness and the 
drivers seat is also power operated. In addition it has a custom made rear spoiler, power radio antenna with an 
am/fm cd radio. There is no rear seat to match the upholstery since I installed speakers in place of them. I 
would include the original rear seats in the purchase. 
. The car is white with a black trunk hood and all the stainless trim has been replaced over the years and is in 
excellent condition. The sheet metal in the engine compartment is chromed and brightens up the area nicely. 
There are so many "little" things I have done to it over the years they are too numerous to mention other then 
to say I have put over $20,000 in this car to make it a beautiful driving machine. 
I'm asking $11,500 but would entertain reasonable offers. It is a totally rust free California/Arizona car! I would 
be happy to provide pictures to potential buyers via email upon request. I am considering going to the 
Corsa Convention in Denver and would be willing to trailer it there to the lucky buyer. Contact me at my email 
address or home phone. 

           
ALSO: 
I recently purchased some Corvair parts from a fellow in Fort Mohave that used to build sandrails and 
power  them with 140 hp Corvair engines. Unfortunately, there was only one engine left that was in the 
stack of parts. There were several pieces of engine top sheet metal (aka turkey roaster) that I had 
powder coated and am offering for sale. two are for 140 engines and one is for a 110 engine. I’m asking 
$55 each. Here is a photo of the parts. One of the top covers shown will soon be on my 66 Corsa 
Convertible: 
 

                          
       
       

VIC HOWARD: PHONE 928-768-6062 EMAIL: vichoward@frontiernet.net 
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What do you do with old Bumper Cars?  
WHO KNEW? 

Yes, you read that right; these little beasties are street legal. They run on either Kawasaki or Honda 
motorcycle engines and co-opt vintage bumper car bodies into the most awesome form of mini-car 
we've seen in too long.  
There are seven of these little monsters floating around California , and they're all the creation of one 
man, Tom Wright, a builder in the outskirts of San Diego who figured the leftovers of the Long Beach 
Pike amusement park needed a more dignified end than the trash heap. They were originally powered 
by two cylinder Harley Davidson Motorcycle engines but they rattled like heck because of the two 
cylinder vibration and Tom replaces them with four cylinder Honda or Kawasaki 750's and a couple 
have been measured as capable of 160 MPH, which is terrifyingly fast in machines with such a short 
wheelbase.  
By the way, they are almost indestructible in accidents! 

            
 

           
 

NOW IF THEY WOULD PUT A CORVAIR ENGINE IN ONE, HMMMMMM 

 

 

 

 


