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Rochester, NY - Corsa Chapter 148 

June 2017 Newsletter 
 

Greetings ACORNs, and happy spring! 
 
Now that we are well into the driving season, I trust you are all driving your Corvairs. I don't 
hesitate to reach out to the club for help. That's what being a part of any car club is about, 
especially a Corvair club. Being different than any other American car, there are few mechanics 
around who have any experience working on them. Being a member of ACORNs, we all have, 
at our disposal, a wealth of knowledge from members who have been driving Corvairs for 40 
plus years. We also maintain a "stash" of used parts which makes maintaining them 
economical. 
 
As important as being an ACORN member, is being a member of CORSA (Corvair Society of 
America). Not only do you get a cool sticker to put on your car, but you get the very 
informative, fun to read quarterly magazine the CORSA Communique. CORSA also serves an 
important role to all the local chapters by underwriting the national convention as well as 
regional events. So by all means, if you have not yet joined CORSA, please do so as soon as 
you can. It is imperative for the survival of our club and our beloved hobby. 
 
On a personal note, I had both of my Corvairs break down on me in one week. The Blue 66 
coupe had the clutch cable snap. There is never a good place for this to happen, but at least I 
was in the parking lot of Mayer Hardware. I went inside and purchased a 2 ton floor jack and a 
cable clamp and was able to fix it in the parking lot well enough to get me home. 
My red 65 sedan developed a horrendous noise from the engine bay which turned out to be a 
bad shaft on the alternator. Took it to Pro Rebuilders and it was done in 4 hours. A call to 
Clarks and I had my new clutch cable in 24hrs. How much do I love Clarks Corvair Parts? 
Stupid question! 
 
On another note, we had our May tech session at the garage of Bill Boudway. The task was to 
balance his newly rebuilt and reinstalled carbs. Heading up the operation was Dave Ellis. Dave 
ran into some problems and still had not gotten it running before I had to leave. I trust he was 
able to get it up and running. I still think the Pertronix ll unit was the problem. Anyhow the 
frustrations were quelled by the yummy coffee and donuts :) 
 
I will be hosting June tech session. As I sit here, I am not sure of the date so check the club 
calendar for the date and time. I have not decided which project to tackle yet, but it will be 
something that we can tackle in a couple of hours. 
 
That's all for now. 
 
Paul. 
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June 2017 Events 
 

● 6/9/17 through 6/11/17 - Syracuse Recall  
 

○ Recall hosted by Central NY Corvair Club. We've caravanned         

over in the past, so keep that in mind.  cnycorvair.com;  

         Dave 315-656-9639, kb2hba@twcny.rr.com 

 
● 6/10/17 @ 12pm - Tech Session @ George Conboy’s in Rush 

 
○ Address info to follow in email, RSVP with P. Abel/D. Ellis 

Upcoming July 2017 Events 
 

● 7/16/17 - The MG Car Club of Western NY Centre 
 

○ Elks Lodge, 1066 Jackson Road, Webster, NY 
○ Pre-register for $10 @ 

http://mgcarclub.com/car-show-registration/ 
○ Mail Ins accepted until July 9th 
○ After July 1st, registration prices go up 
○ More information at http://mgcarclub.com 
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ACORN MAY, 2017 Activity Report & Meeting Minutes 

  
May 12 Tech Session Part I :  Bill & Grace Boudway's 
ACORNers attending: 

● Dave Ellis - Treasurer 
● Paul Abel - President 
● Bill Boudway  
● Dave Shoemaker  
● Brandon Carmo - ACORNews Editor 
● Jean Marc Urbain 
● Jim Bartasevich - Secretary 

 
This session was to assist Bill with adjusting the newly-rebuilt carbs he did for              
Grace's Monza. Everything was installed, so all we had to do [we thought] was to               
start it and make a few adjustments. Idle and running problems cropped up, and              
the electronic ignition was removed and the points re-installed with a new cap.             
This still didn't help. Then, while trying to restart the car, it wouldn't fire. It was                
noticed that there was no fuel squirting out of the carb accelerator pumps. The              
fuel lines were checked and found to be clear, so the pump had just died then and                 
there. There was also a chronic oil pan leak, so Bill decided to get a new                
aluminum pan and new fuel pump from Clarks.  The day came to an end. 
 
May 12 Tech Session Part II [May 18] 
The new fuel pump and oil pan arrived, so Dave Ellis and I did an encore visit to                  
help Bill finish. The new pump was installed, and gasoline gushed forth during a              
test cranking. In a minute the carbs filled, and the engine started. However, it              
was not running any better than it had before the carb rebuilds. There was              
unburned gas [black smoke] and a chuffing sound from the tail pipe. Two things              
were left to check: A misfiring spark plug or incorrect valve adjustment. Dave             
brought his special valve cover with holes cut in it so the valves can be adjusted                
running without losing a quart of oil on the floor. The driver side valve              
adjustments were made without any improvement in the engine operation. The           
passenger side was done next. IMMEDIATELY after loosening the nut for #3            
exhaust valve, the engine settled down and idled like it was new. Apparently, the              
valve wasn't closing all the way. After buttoning things up, Bill reported that the              
car hasn't run as well in years. 
 
SO, if any of you ACORNers have cantankerous Corvairs, let us know so we can               
help. 
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May Tech Session and Faulty Parts Analysis 

 
Discussions about fuel pump failures perhaps were a foreshadowing 

 
Late model motor mount failures 

 
Weights work their way loose and route through the distributor body 
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Fuel pump rod that was too short and not contacting crank cam and plugs 

that were quite bad 

 

 
ACORNS working to tune Grace’s coupe 
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Meeting Minutes 
 
Old Business 
None was discussed 
 
New Business 
Treasurer's Report - Dave Ellis 
Since the last report, the treasury has funded coffee and donuts for two             
events at $25 each. Additional totes for the Pulhamus Stash organizing           
event were $100, resulting in our current treasury balance to $535.45. 
Membership dues for 2017 are fully paid for current members. Some           
additional inbound cash flow should  occur from the White Elephant Sale           
which will be held at the August Picnic event and if we get any new               
members. 
 
Part Salvage Event 
Dave Ellis reported on the parts available in the collapsed barn owned by             
former member Vito Amorese. The barn collapse will make it difficult to            
determine what's available and even accessible. Dave thinks some         
starters, generators, and alternators will be accessible and proposed that          
we buy some for the ACORN parts supply. The price was an extremely             
reasonable $5 each, or the estimated scrap value. The members present           
approved the purchase. If he gets the okay, Dave will let us know when              
the site will be available for a visit for us to do an assessment of what                
other parts can be salvaged. 

 
Jean Marc Urbain made the trip from Montreal to for the  
May 12th Tech Session to test his fresh 140hp engine 
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ACORN 2016 Event Calendar 

● June 9 - 11: Recall hosted by Central NY Corvair Club. We've            

caravanned over in the past, so keep that in mind. cnycorvair.com;           

Dave 315-656-9639, kb2hba@twcny.rr.com 

● June 10?: Tech session RR & PC; Paul Able & Dave Ellis; work on              

Paul's convertible; snacks provided; 9 AM 

● July 4 [Tuesday]: Canandaigua July 4th Parade. Organized by Bill          

Boudway. Details TBA in ACORNews. Post-parade picnic hosted by         

Bill & Grace, funded by ACORNs 

● August 13: Summer picnic & auction so bring "stuff" [car and           

non-car] you want to donate to the auction to benefit our chapter.;            

The Lodge at Victor Park; setup at noon. More details to follow.            

Dave Ellis 

● September 10 [tentative]: Corvairs on the Hills, hosted by Fred          

and Sue Marsh.  

● October 15?:  Fall tour organized by Steve Smith 

● November 12:  Holiday dinner.  Details to follow. 
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Other Corvairs… 

Find the Vair… 
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From the editor… 
 
I’m excited to have the opportunity to work on the ACORNews!  
 
I am looking for tech article suggestions, as well as listings for parts or cars for sale. I am 
also interested in photos of member cars, ACORN outings, or photos and descriptions of 
any project car updates you may want to share. 
 
Submissions can be sent to bwcarmo@gmail.com 

ACORN OFFICERS 
 

President: Paul Abel __________ abelbrass@gmail.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith ____ mscnewark@windstream.net 

Secretary: Jim Bartasevitch ____ corvair@frontiernet.net 
Treasurer: Dave Ellis __________ dellis1@rochester.rr.com 

Webmaster: Marissa Andolino ___ mandolin@rochester.rr.com 

 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

WANTED TO BUY 
 

○ Looking to buy an Early Model Bench Seat, any condition, as 
well as Lakewood/Wagon thermostat shrouds or a late model 
(67) belly pan, contact Brandon Carmo, if available, 
bwcarmo@gmail.com 

 

FOR SALE 
 

● 1962 SPYDER COUPE  
○ Black with red interior, 4-speed, new tires. Car is in very 

good condition. Motor has no oil leaks, all extra parts and car 
cover go with car.  

○ Asking $8500. 
○ Special price for first time buyer. 
○ Dave Shoemaker, Canandaigua, NY 14424 
○ 585-393-1912, cell 585-773-0168 

 
FOR SALE 
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● 1966 TURBO COUPE 

○ CORSA Concours d’Elegance Winner.  Full Concours 
restoration of the interior, engine, and paint (bare 
metal/primer/base coat/clear coat).  This head turning car is 
turn key and just needs to be loved and driven.  $11,000, 
including New Old Stock (NOS) wire wheel covers. 

○ Sam & Marissa Andolino 
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