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Greetings All!

Many thanks to all who were able to attend the
October meeting! I’d like to welcome Larry Tucker to
our great club! Larry joined at our October meeting!
He’s got a few Corvairs that he plans to restore!
Speaking of restoration! What do you plan on
restoring this Winter? Wait Winter! Ick! Ok, ok I
know it’s inevitable. I’m looking forward to next year! We hope to have a lot of exciting events! Do you
have a program that you’d be willing to share next year? Do you have a local car show or event you’d
like to see the club join in on? If so please reach out so we can get it on the Event Calendar! We will be
having a Christmas Party this year! At the October meeting we
did vote to only donate to toys for tots this year. We won’t be
doing a gift exchange this year. On Toys for tots, I’ve noticed
the donation box at Menards is a November 30th deadline.
Gives us all just a touch over a month now! What events are
you looking forward to for next year? Please keep in mind that
the club election is next month! I hope to see all of you that I
can at the November meeting at the CPF Corvair Museum! If
not, hopefully at the Christmas Party at Motorhead’s! 

Chris Hall, PCCA President 



Calendar of Events - 2021
 PCCA Home Page may be found at   http://www.corvair.org/chapters/chapter627

Directions to the CPF Corvair Museum near Glenarm Illinois. Take exit 88
from I-55, from either direction, head west – turn right if you are traveling south on I-55,
left if traveling north.  Follow the road as it curves to the left, south. Go straight at the stop
light (turning right takes you to Chatham). The Museum is 1.3 miles from the stop light on
the right hand side – just past the Double J campgrounds. The building was the location of
Elite Classic Cars a few years ago.

Events - 2021 / 2022

November 13, 2021 PCCA Meeting at the Museum 2:00-4:00 pm. 
LOCATION: CPF Corvair Museum (exit 88 off I-55)

Tentative Program: For the Ladies and others interested - the PCCA program will mimic a “paint night”. 
Debbie Sparling, Tim’s sister, is expected to lead the group in making their own table decorations similar to those
used for the Mini Convention this spring.  Current thoughts is a Fall theme, but that may change to a Christmas
theme.  Artistic talent is not required, just a little patience and a happy smile.  The paint, brushes and other
supplies will be provided.  The paint cleans up with soap and water.

December 11, 2021 PCCA Christmas Get-together Noon/1:00pm - 4:00pm
Location: Motorheads   600 Toronto Rd, Springfield IL  -  just off I-55 
PCCA has reserved the meeting room at Motorheads for the Christmas bash.
NO gift exchange.  PCCA will collect toys for “Toy for Tots” (unwrapped, new toys)

January 8,  2022 PCCA Board Meeting at the Museum 1:00-2:00 pm. 
LOCATION: CPF Corvair Museum (exit 88 off I-55)
Main Topics: New Officers installation, Programs for 2022.  May become a “Zoom” meeting

January 8,  2022 PCCA Meeting at the Museum 2:00-4:00 pm. 
LOCATION: CPF Corvair Museum (exit 88 off I-55)

February 12,  2022 PCCA Meeting at the Museum 2:00-4:00 pm. 
LOCATION: CPF Corvair Museum (exit 88 off I-55)

March 12,  2022 PCCA Meeting at the Museum 2:00-4:00 pm. 
LOCATION: CPF Corvair Museum (exit 88 off I-55)

July 12-16, 2022  CORSA Convention in Peachtree City.  
Host hotel is the Peachtree City Crowne Plaza.

Convention rates are $119 plus taxes good from July 10 to July 17. Is a web link
or call the hotel 800/227-6963 group code is TU5.  The host hotel is now
accepting reservations.

For more Corvair Events Check the calendar on the CORSA Web site:
 www.corvair.org   
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Collier’s AC equipped Corvair

Tim had to employ 4/40 AC - open windows

The Curry’s upped the game plan. Open
windows and the top down.

I think Landers opted to use the go faster plan

PCCA October Meeting

Four members drove a Corvair to the meeting carrying
6 PCCA members.  There were only 15 adults at the meeting -
plus Chris’ two children which were a hoot to have at the
meeting again.

The day was very nice - a bit warm for October and
maybe too windy but a good day to be out in your Corvair. 
Tom and Carlene Curry thought it was nice enough to arrive
with the top down on their late model convertible.  Jim and
Beulah Collier arrived in the 65 maroon coupe with AC which
may have been used on the way to the meeting.  Tim employed
the 4/40 air cooling system – rolled down his windows on his
66 coupe and tried to keep all his papers inside the car as he
drove down the interstate.

Robert Landers made a late arrival exercising his blue
67 Yenko Stinger. Although his kids are now in college or post
college mode, Robert still helps with the local youth soccer.
Checking the fields before driving to the meeting resulted in
some tasks to be done. It was as good an excuse to be late as
any. I think it also gave him an excuse to drive a tad faster then
usual. Yenko’s were built for speed.

During the meeting we had the pleasure of meeting
Larry Tucker, Larry owns at least one Corvair and was visiting
to see what the club was all about.  PCCA welcomes Larry to
the club as he joined before heading home down in Butler
Illinois.

Speaking of visitors, during the meeting, two more
visitors arrived wanting to tour the Corvair Museum.  Well of
course.  Sandy missed most of the rest of the meeting as she
gave the visitors a guided tour.  I may need to have her do the
same for me. I am sure I am missing some interesting tidbits
with my “quick” tours each month.

Yes, PCCA meets at the Corvair Museum, amongst all
the great looking Corvairs and Memorabilia. Robert used his
visit to tour the museum at this location for the first time. It has

been a while since
Landers has been
able to join a PCCA meeting – those soccer games and other
life to dos keep interfering. Hopefully, we will see him more
frequently in the future.

The meeting did start a few minutes late.  We were
waiting for Larry and Gloria Jahn to arrive.  Chris knew they
were coming (from way our east in Hoopeston) because
Gloria was bringing refreshments.  – Yumming cookies and
cookie bars plus a few other snacks.  Thanks Gloria.
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PCCA ELECTIONS for 2022
With a lack of any contests in the election, a floor vote may be taken to approve these positions.  Or, you

may return this ballot – via email to the editor, mail to the Clubs PO box or bring to the November meeting if that
is your preference. All votes count.  Write-in votes are accepted.  Circle the candidate of your choice.  

  PCCA still needs a candidate for the position of Secretary

President Chris Hall  Other

Vice-President Tim Mahler Other

Treasurer Glen Rittenhouse Other

Secretary No Candidate Other

Board of directors  - 1 year term (vote for 2)   

Larry Jahn

 Jim Allen Other

2 year term (vote for 1)   
Mike Hall Other

PCCA Tour Proposals – Which would you prefer - one, two, all of
them? and when - May, June, Summer, Fall ?  Let us know, please

Larry Jahn -- 70 miles east of Springfield - Tuscola/freemont/Atwood -- Harris Ag Museum main draw, 
Tuscola ice cream/sandwich shop (Flesors Kitchen) for lunch. Other museums, attractions in the area.

Bill Berta -- Idea number one - Visit the Ace Sign Company Museum, Second thought is a return to
Taylorville private museum (automobiles) plus miners museum nearby.  There is a great ice cream
(outdoor sitting only) nearby. The courthouse may be open with several attractions within. Plus there is
antique shop and boutique on the square' along with other shops of possible interest. Also, there is a
bakery on the north side of the square.

Jim Allen -- Pekin -- another private museum, Memory lane on first floor of former school building.
Numerous "room/store settings"

Personally,  I think these are all great.  I would be willing to do each. You, the members need to help us
with which, and When. Such as  Dates?  May thru October would be good driving weather.  Not
everyone will be able to join any weekend, but without a date, we can’t even try. We could have it on a
meeting day too. Short business meeting, and tour some more. Other ideas for programs are appreciated.

4



The engine bay of the 1961 CPF raffle car ,
raffle tickets just $10 support the museum.
Available from Mike Hall, Jim Allen, on line

From Bill Berta’s Collection of Automobile
Literature comes this Ad for the 1967 Corvair

Below is another Ad from Bill, this was used to
promote the 1960 Chevrolet models.
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Best of Show - Larry’s 62 Wagon

To think I though the Cadillacs at the sos show
were land yachts.

And they’re off.    

Newport Hill Climb
Larry Jahn attended the Newport Hill Climb event in

Newport Indiana.  His wagon won best of show in the car show
portion of the event.  Here are some pictures from Larry including
two prepping to climb the hill.  Larry told the group the best of
show trophy was made with a flywheel and crankshaft - must of
weighed 50 pounds.

Prairie Capital Corvair Association (PCCA)
Membership Form

January 1, 2022 thru December 31, 2022
Type of Membership Individual ___ $17

Family ___ $20 (2 adults at one address plus children under 18)
___ Apply a $5 discount for receiving the electronic version of the newsletter and other correspondence.

If joining after July 31, dues are: Individual $8.50, Family $10.00. If applicable, the discount is $2.50.

Name _______________________________ Spouse/ 2nd Adult _______________________________

Street Address ________________________________________________________________________
City, ST  ZIP _________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone ____________________________      CORSA Membership ID _______________________
Cell Phone(s) ____________________________    Spouse/ 2nd Adult ____________________________

e-Mail Address(es) __________________________ Spouse/ 2nd Adult ___________________________ 

Cars, Corvair and other _________________________________________________________________

Other interests ________________________________________________________________________

PCCA strongly encourages membership in CORSA. Do you want/need information about CORSA? Y / N

Return the completed form and dues to: Jim Allen, PCCA Treasurer 
4130 N. Timber Circle,   Peoria  IL  61614

Please make checks payable to Prairie Capital Corvair Association or PCCA
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Another hill climb photo. Notice this
vintage is starting further back then the
pickup - ice cream parlor in the distance

The threaded rod adjusts for the
different shaft lengths.

The above set up can check any clutch shaft
and the disc The angled tip fits into the

lathe turning point; a drop of
oil provides smooth turning

Note: This article appeared in the VairCor - sometime in the past. I retrieved it from Heart of America Corvair Owners Assn
web page - tech section.  Another Mike Dawson great article.  Thanks Mike Dawson 

The Preventive Maintenance Series Mike Dawson

Checking Clutch Shafts and Discs

When you are performing a clutch rehab, one of the checks
that should always be made is to insure the clutch shaft is perfectly
straight and that the clutch disc turns true and slides easily on the
clutch shaft splines. My usual way of checking has been to insert the
shaft into the transaxle, slip the clutch disc onto the shaft splines and
turn the differential by hand using the side gears. The end of the shaft
should not wobble and the disc should only have a slight wave as it
turns. If either has excessive movement or the disc does not slide
easily, you may not be able to get the clutch to disengage without
using the entire pedal travel or the transmission may grind going into
reverse plus generally shifting hard. And you can also get excessive
wear in the pilot bushing from shaft wobble.

The shafts get bent when the engine is removed while leaving
the transaxle in the car or, when the transaxle is removed with the
engine still in the car. The clutch shaft will usually hang up in the
pilot bushing and the shaft pulls out of the transaxle for its full length
as one component is pulled away. If alignment is not perfect while
doing this or something slips, you can get a bent shaft that is hard to
see. Then there is the guy who may have grabbed a shaft from the
shop floor thirty years ago and used it for a pry bar. The shafts will
bend and they are hard to check rolling them on the counter. I have
found two that were bad enough to cause shifting issues so a check while it’s out is important. 

During a recent clutch job I needed to check the shaft but I did not have an assembled transaxle to use as
noted above. The solution for easy checking took less than an hour to assemble and worked perfectly. There are 5
different clutch shafts used over the years so I built an adjustable lathe setup (spun by fingers) that will accept the
shaft at the two original lathe machining points. Threaded rods with 45 degree points sanded on to them and
positioned exactly the same distance from the base provide a perfect check. I can now quickly check shafts that I
am servicing as well as those in inventory. If you need one checked, give me a call.
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How to Maintain Your Weatherstripping the Right Way
Posted on October 15, 2018 by Raeia Lail on the Steele Rubber Products Web Site.

  
Weatherstripping may not be as fun or sexy as the glimmering light from shiny wheels and chrome parts,

but it will have a big impact on the end result of your project. I’d say weatherstripping isn’t really something you
appreciate most of the time….. unless it fails.

Weatherstripping is made of rubber (more specifically, ours is made of
100% EPDM rubber with no fillers) and goes around the doors, windows, trunk and
other various openings of your car or truck to seal between the interior of your ride
and all the things Mother Nature has to offer outside (water, dirt, wind, etc).

For doors and trunks, a squishy sponge rubber is used and has a little give
in it to allow for compression for a good seal. For windows and windshields, a
dense, hard rubber is used sealing out all that rain water beating directly down on
them.

Failing weatherstripping can cause a lot of problems:
! wind noise and rattling windows making for a noisy ride
! water leaks that cause rust, mold and a stained interior
! heat and air conditioning will not stay in

Let’s say you’ve done your research and purchased and installed all new
seals on your ride- now its time to talk maintenance.  One of the most common
questions we’re asked here at Steele is ‘What’s the best way to ensure your weatherstripping has a long life and
is sealing the best that it can at all times?’

I’ve read a lot of chats and forums that tell you to use silicone spray, WD-40, armor all, grease and other
like products. There are more companies than I can shake a stick at that promote their products for maintaining
and extending the life of your weatherstripping. But, our experts here at Steele say this: All you need to do is
keep the weatherstripping clean and dry and out of the sun when possible. That’s it.

This is not a matter of opinion, this is science. Like I mentioned earlier, our products are made of high
quality EPDM rubber that is far more ozone resistant than the parts that originally came on your classic car. But
one prevalent characteristic of EPDM rubber is that it has very poor resistance to solvents (petroleum distillates)
and oils. Using the products recommended by others that I mentioned above can deteriorate the rubber- doing the
exact opposite of what you set out to do in the first place!
Please note: 
\** NEVER APPLY ANY RUBBER OR VINYL TREATMENT THAT HAS AN OILY OR GREASY
NATURE OR CONTAINS PETROLEUM DISTILLATES TO EPDM RUBBER WEATHERSTRIPPING**

Different chemicals will impact rubber in different ways. Some will have a
negative effect and others are fine to use but wont do anything to extend the life of the
rubber. So, our advice is it’s better to be safe than sorry. Stick to everyday dish soap
and water- clean them off, dry them off and you’re all set.

Steele not only has all the products you need but all the knowledge you need to
get the job done right, too. If you have questions about Rubber Parts or
Weatherstripping on your Classic Car, Truck or Hot Rod feel free to reach out to us!
You can call us at 800-447-0849, contact us through our website at
https://www.steelerubber.com/contact or comment on this post and we’ll get you
answers as quickly as possible. Check out our YouTube channel for our full library of
how-to/installation videos.

Steele Rubber Products, located in Denver, NC, is a manufacturer and seller of
high quality rubber parts and weatherstripping products for classic and vintage

automobiles, hot rods, RVs and Boats. Steele offers more than 12,000 parts for American made cars and trucks as
well as a large line of universal weatherstripping and rubber parts to be used on any project. Established in 1958,
Steele is a trusted name in the automotive restoration industry.
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PCCA Meeting Minutes for October 9, 2021
The October PCCA meeting was called to order by President Chris Hall at 2:08pm. The group started the

meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 17 members present including new member Larry Tucker.  
Four member drove a Corvair to the meeting.   James and Beulah Collier arrived in their 65 maroon

coupe with AC.  Tom and Carlene Curry arrived in a late model convertible. Tim drove his 66 Fitch coupe. And
Robert Landers arrived in his blue 1967 Yenko.

Secretary report for the last official  meeting (July) was printed in the flat Six. The September meeting
was not held because of a lack of a quorum. The Treasurer’s report was given by Jim Allen who reported $40 in
income for t-shirts, and expenses of $25 for Floyd Wood memorial and $81.25 for newsletter expenses.  The
ending checkbook balance was $4,376.31.  Motion to approve the treasurer’s report made by Bernie Allen,
seconded by Sandy Myers. Motion approved.

Chris Hall gave the membership report. The new membership book is being prepped for printing.  Dave
Wilson’s email address has changed and at least one member is known to be quitting the club.

Sandy Myers gave a brief CPF report noting that a group was coming to the Museum Friday. Later in the
meeting, Sandy’s services were called to give a tour to two museum visitors.

November is PCCA elections. Nominations (volunteers) were made for the following positions.
President: Chris Hall, VP: Tim Mahler, Treasurer: Glen Rittenhouse. Board: Mike Hall (2 years), Larry Jahn and
Jim Allen.  Sandy Myers is the current 2 year position holder. Note: PCCA still needs a volunteer to be secretary
for 2022.  All but Chris Hall were ineligible to run again because of by-laws term limitations.  Tim noted that we
should examine changing that portion of the by-laws to allow a slightly longer term per position.

Next on the agenda was 2022 PCCA tours.  Three proposals were presented. 
Larry Jahn -- 70 miles east of Springfield - Tuscola/freemont/Atwood -- Harris Ag Museum main draw,  Tuscola
ice cream/sandwich shop (Flesors Kitchen) for lunch. Other museums, attractions in the area.
Bill Berta -- Rt 66 Festival (PCCA subsidized this first year or two), Ace Sign Company Museum,  - Return to
taylorville private museum (i recollect the funeral cars) plus miners museum.  Is great ice cream (outdoor sitting
only) nearby.
Jim Allen -- Pekin -- another private museum, Memory lane on first floor of former school building. Numerous
"room/store settings"

Programs for PCCA meeetings - still looking for suggestions. For November, Tim has invited his sister,
Debbie, to do a “paint night” for those interested. Will paint table decorations similar to those at the Mini
Banquet.  Most likely a fall theme but maybe
Christmas. Artistic talent optional.  Future
programs falls under the VP “todos” - working on
ideas for January thru March - Contact Tim with
ideas or proposals. (This is assuming Tim is
elected VP.)

 The December Christmas party location
has been set - PCCA has the meeting room at
Motorheads just off I-55 for December 12 from 1
to 4 pm.  The group decided to continue
collecting toys for the “Toys for Tots” campaign.
But, the group opted to not have a gift exchange.

Larry Jahn gave the group his report for
attending the Newport Hill climb. His wagon won
best of show - the trophy was made with a
flywheel and crankshaft - must of weighed 50
pounds.

Meeting was adjoined at 2:51 pm.  Larry
and Gloria Jahn brought refreshments. Jim Collier
won the 50/50 raffle.
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